





children with less blood flow in those areas had
difficulty reading. Studies such as this confirm
that children who have a strong ear-brain
connection tend to be good readers. Additional
studies have conduded that children with
multiple ear infections, a speech articulation
problem or weaknesses in auditory skills are at
risk for having reading disorders.

Promote Phonological
Proficiency

Children begin to read with their ears first.
We know that early sound play activities such as
nursery rhymes and sound-to-word assodiations
such as “D is for dog” all pre-wire the brain for
the concept that a letter (visual) is a code for a
sound (auditory). Children with strong phono-
logical awareness skills tend to be good readers.

Phonological awareness—the explicit
understanding of a word’s sound structure—is
critical for the efficient decoding of printed
words and the ability to form connections
between sounds and letters when spelling. It is
a multi-level skill that reflects how words can be
broken down into smaller units in differing
ways. Tasks that require children to segment
words into syllables, (syllable-level tasks),
identify or produce rhyming words (rhyme-level
tasks), identify individual sounds in words, blend
sounds to make words or segment words into

their individual sounds (phoneme-level tasks) are
all examples of skills that are encompassed
under phonological awareness.

Measures of phonological awareness, particu-
larly at the phoneme level, are powerful predictors
of reading success and can predict early literacy
performance more accurately than variables such
as intelligence scores and vocabulary knowledge.

Recommended home activities that enhance
phonemic awareness are:

= Phonemic deletion: What word would be left
if the K™ sound were taken away from cat?

* Word-to-word matching: Do pen and pipe
begin with the same sound?

* Blending: What word would we have if we put

these sounds together: *S,” A" and “T"?

» Sound isolation: What is the first sound in
rose?
Phoneme segmentation: What sounds do
you hear in the word “hot"?
* Phoneme counting: How many sounds do
you hear in the word “cake”?
0Odd word out: What word starts with a
different sound: bag, nine, beach, bike?
If you are concerned about your child's
listening skills or overall learning skills, Listening
Ears, LLC offers a free screening and compli-
mentary consultation to discuss your child’s
strengths, weaknesses and recommendations.
Call 480-495-3871 for more information.

Stuffable Dress-Up
THEME PARTY
ADVENTURES

* Lynn Carahaly, MA, CCC-SLP. is an
American Speech and Hearing Association
(ASHA) certified speech-language pathologist
for Listening Ears, LLC. She and her partner, Dr.

_ Tracey Graves, PhD, CCC-SLP, are two of the

leading speech-language pathologists in the
greater Phoenix area, with expertise in auditory

Listening Ears, LLC

480-495-3871

www.listening-ears.com

Foundations Developmental House, LLC
Lynn Carahaly, MA, CCC-SLP
480-636-1920

www.fdhkids.com

Children's Developmental Workshap, LLC
Tracey Graves, PhD, CCG-SLP
480-607-3801

American Speech and Hearing Association
www.asha.org

Arizona Balance & Hearing Associates
Dana Day, AuD, CCC-A.

602-406-3605

David Prince, Psy.D.

602-291-0586

Are your KitlS

Dress-up for the kids...
...and dress-up for their stuffable animals!
Become a consultant - Get paid to party!

www.cuddlebearcreations.com

The Nanny Garden

A Globally Thinking Placement Agency
Find the perfect match for you || e
and your childcare needs.

Enjoy your time.

Let us screen nannies that meet
your individual needs.

info@thenannygarden.com
www.thenannygarden.com

www.AZparenting.com

climbing e walls?

* Birthday parties and group activities
* Walk in day use guests welcome
* No experience necessary

* Cub Scoutand Brownie Prograris
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www.soiidrcckgym.com
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